[Suspension arthroplasty of the thumb carpometacarpal joint in different views--a questionnaire].
Obviously there are different judgements of the results of suspension arthroplasties of the thumb carpometacarpal joint. Consequently, the three main groups involved in therapy were asked about this topic. 51 patients who had had a suspension arthroplasty on the thumb carpometacarpal joint in the period 1998 - 2006 were questioned. 12 of these patients were operated on both hands (63 operations). A questionnaire sent to 250 family doctors was compared with the results from the 51 patients. Furthermore there was an interview by telephone which included 25 practising specialists (orthopaedicians and surgeons). The results contrasted widely. Concerning the operation, 50 from 51 patients had a high subjective satisfaction. The family doctors had a different view. Nearly 80 % disregarded the success of the operation or they could not judge the chances. Only 50 % of all family doctors arranged for an X-ray or a consultation at a specialist when the patient had continuing problems. The results of the 25 specialists were also not uniform. 50 % of them, especially the hand surgeons, believe in the success of the primary osteoarthritis operation. The high barrier to operations for rhizarthrosis is based on a lack of information.